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A New Lease 


On Life ? 


The President’s Report 
By Jack Kelleher, W4ZC 


I must begin this column by 
repeating that SOWP is not a radio 
amateur organization, per se. Howe- 
ver, like the amateur radio service, our 
members are involved in the daily use 
and preservation of the Morse code as 


we have known it. We also regularly | 


use many of the present Amateur 
Service . frequency allocations. We 
therefore have a high interest in what 
happens to our bands. 


The Assault On CW 


During the last couple of years we 
have been preoccupied with what some 
have characterized as “the assault on 
CW”, i.e., 

@ Cessation of the U.S. Coast 
Guard’s maritime CW service- 


@ Termination of official 500 
kHz ship-to-shore activity - 

e Prohibition of further CW 
activities in MARS - 

@ The proposal to delete from 


the ITU Radio Regulations 
the requirement for demon- 
strated Morse proficiency to 
operate an amateur radio 
station in the HF band (as 
part of a review of ITU Radio 


Regulation S25 at WRC-99). 


Early in 1996, the American Radio 
Relay League and the International 
Amateur Radio Union established 
fact-finding Committees to help assist 
in determining U.S. and world-wide 
postions on S25. 


The first of three regional IARU 
meetings took place in Tel Aviv last 
October. It approved a proposal to 


CW - Alive and Well 


maintain the status quo on S25.5, the 
Morse proficiency requirement. 


The ARRL fact-finding Committee 
reported to the ARRL Board meeting 
in January 1997. It recommended and 
the Board approved a status-quo posi- 
tion on $25.5 


A Chorus Rises 


So, within the amateur community 
what started out to be an assault on 
CW may be turning into a chorus to 
maintain it. Only time will tell. The 
ARRL board also received from the 
fact-finding committee some specific 
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recommendations for a restructuring 
of the Amateur Service. One of these 
is to reinstate more rigorous Morse 
code testing. 


Why Do We Care? 


One might ask, “Why do we 
(SOWP) care?” The CW mode is 
passe’ as a primary or even a useful 
mode for normal maritime communi- 
cations, navigation and position-fixing. 
But it remains a last-ditch mode in the 
most extreme circumstances -- (Many 
of us may still recall Ernst Krenkel, 
RAEM, and how he acquired that 
call); and it is a means for us old- 
timers to do again the thing which was 
our livelihood many years ago “just for 
the heck of it? Speaking for myself, | 
fear that elimination of the require- 
ment for CW, when and if it happens, 
will lead to elimination of subbands for 
its use. 


Another reason for optimism is the 
possibility of additional allocations to 
the Amateur Service at HF. 


Enter NTIA 


I have just finished reading “High 
Frequency (3-30 MHz) Spectrum Plan- 
ning Options” (NTIA Special Report 
NTIA 96-332, November 1996). It is 
the latest in a series of planning 
studies by the National Telecommuni- 
cations and Information Administ- 
ration. The Report provides a 
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scenario for U.S. proposals which one 
might expect at future World Radio 
Communication Conferences. 


Strategic Planning Program 


NTIA initiated a Strategic Spectrum 
Planning Program several years ago in 
reponse to a mandate from Congress 
to develop long-range spectrum plans, 
a previous NTTA Study. In 1995,NTIA 
published a Report (NTIA Require- 
ments Study; NTIA Special Publication 
94-31) addressing the requirements of 
40 radio services as foreseen over the 
next ten years. The study concluded 
that eight of these services needed 
access to additional spectrum (not 
limited to HF) to satisfy user require- 
ments to the year 2004. 


900 kHz Additionai HF 


The current Report addresses the 
spectrum availability and long-range 
planning options for six services in 
need of additional high frequency 
(HF) spectrum as identified in the 
Reuirements Study, including the 
Amateur Service. Under the title 
“Spectrum Availability for the Ama- 
teur Service” the report reiterates the 
amateur services’ expressed require- 
ments of approximately 900 kHz of 
additional HF spectrum, and states in 
part: “- - - - The amateur requests for 
international reallocations would be 
appropriate issues for FCC private 
sector advisory committees addressing 
U.S. preparatrions for future WRCs. 


Expanding Amateur Allocations? 


The additional allocation near 5 MHz 
will require technical studies to deter- 
mine the availability of these bands to 
support amateur use. The expansion 
and upgrading of amateur allocations 
in the 10 MHz, 14 MHz, 18 MHz and 
24 MHz (bands) appear acceptable; 
however, this will depend on future 
decrease of requirements for the 


aeronautical mobile (R) or the fixed 
service internationally. The alignment 
of the amateur bands at 3.5 and 7 
MHz worldwide will require the inclu- 
sion of these proposals in U.S. pre- 
parations for future WRCs.” 


Here is a brief summary of the 
requirements “recognized” in the 
Report. 

@ 3500-3800 kHz: A common world- 
wide exclusive amateur allocation; 

@ 4945-4995 kHz: A new amateur ser- 
vice requirement for 50 kHz of shared 
use around 5000 kHz appears possible 
at 4945-4995 kHz; 

@ 6900-7200 kHz: A requirement for 
300 kHz aligned worldwide at 6900- 
7200 kHz needs to be addressed at 
U.S. preparations for future WRCs; 

@ 10,100-10,350 kHz: The amateur 
service requirement for this band is for 
a new worldwide allocation where the 
amateur services primary; 

@ 14.350-14.400 kHz: The amateur 
service requirement is for 50 kHz of 
primary, exclusive worldwide amateur 


~ allocation; 


@ 18168-18318 kHz: The amateur 
service requirement for expansion of 
the 18,068-18,168 kHz amateur band by 
150 kHz appears feasible. 


We hope to see these again in U.S. 
preparatory activities for future 
WRCs. 


Getting back to ARRL, the League 
has requested its members to contact 
their division Directors to express their 
views on the latest ARRL Board 
meeting report contained in ARRL 
bulletin No. 5 dated January 31, 1997. 
A further suggestion is to read the 
Board’s meeting report in QST for 
March, 1997. 


The sketch of the brass-pounder’s fist 
and key -on page 1- can remind us 
that “CW IS STILL ALIVE AND 
WELL!” 


-73...Jack Kelleher, President, SOWP 


The Secretary Says... 


Don’t buy the “beautiful California 
Sunshine” without carefully reading 
between the lines! Here, 90 miles 
North of San Francisco this winter, we 
have had floods and cold snaps the like 
of which... but enough complaining. 


My XYL went to Des Moines on 
business and with each ‘phone call 
home my spirits rose several notches 
--snow, black ice, below-zero tempera- 
tures and even a freeway-stopping 
blizzard made our situation mild by 
comparison. As I write now, Feb. 
12th, grass is green everywhere and 
over four inches high, the heavy rains 
are over for another year, the temp. 
has been over 50 F for the past week 
and the forecast is for more of the 
same into March. 


My personal thanks to all who have 
sent in their dues already for the 1997 
year and beyond. We are including 
the “red dot” again this issue for the 
few who have forgotten. To recap, a 
“12/96” at the end of Line 1 of your 
mailing label indicates that your dues 
expired as of 31 December, 1996, and 
need be renewed ($15) to remain on 
our ACTIVE mailing list. 


It was gratifying indeed to see the 
1997 dues begin to come in as early as 
September, reach a peak in December, 
and to find two or three still coming in 
each mail-day. Spread over this period 
of time, the accounting and reporting 
chore here at HQ is eased consider- 
ably, and only a dozen or so are yet to 
be updated from 12/96 to 12/97 or 


beyond. 


To those whose welcome letters have 
yet to receive a reply, please know that 
I’m working with increased effort to 
reduce the backlog. Priorities in this 
office include preparation of certifi- 
cates and welcome letters for new 
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Announcing - The Wireless Almanac... 
by Fred Rosebury, 1570-SGP, KAIGEN 


A publishing event - too long 
delayed - has happened at last! We’re 
talking about The 
Wireless Almanac = 
by Fred Rosebury! 


Here’s a “cata- 
log” of the major Ee 
events of ‘the bois 
Wireless” and rela- 
ted subjects, put | 
together with great 


_ 


2a 
a 


member of SOWP, |}. 
Mr. Fred Rose- 
bury, 1570-SGP, 
now living in Fra- 
mingham, MA. 


Fred will be 96 y 2 
years young in j 
July, 1997. He still ' © 
operates an ama- — 
teur radio station, 
KAIGEN, from a 
retirement home. 
And let me tell you 
- he has a GREAT 
FIST! 


Ye Ed was in 
QSO with Fred 
very recently on 
our 40-meter Mon- 
day evening Inland 
Seas/SOWP net to 
confirm -at  last- 
the publication of 
the ALMANAC. 


It's a 96-page 
softbound book of 
facts and dates 
dedicated ”...to all 
those people, 
Known and un- 


ic ey 
qeery 
 baececent 


known, who have made the art of 
communication possible...” 


HISTORICAL PAPERS 
The WIRELESS ALMANAC 


Edited and illustrated by Fred Rosebury 
For the SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, Inc. 


Now let me tell you a bit about 
Fred. He became an SOWP member 


on October 3, 1974. He 
began 10 years at sea in 
1920 when he was R/O 
on SS IMPEROYAL/ 
VGM and SS BURN- 
WELL/KIMS. In 1922, 
he pounded brass on 
SS HOWICK HALL, 
in 1924 on SS DIXIE 
ARROW/KDVT and 
SS MANATAWNY/ 
KDFM; in 1927 - SS 
ANTILLA and 1930, 
SS SAGAUCHE. 


Coming ashore, he 
began a career of some 
28 years at Massachu- 
setts Institute of Tech- 
nology (MIT), where 
he worked in electronic 
research and published 
several books. Fred 
also had a 12-year stint 
at Columbia University 
Medical School in bio- 
physics research. 


Publication of The 
Wireless Almanac, after 
many delays, finally 
came about recently 
when SOWP member 
Jim Maxwell, 1561-M, 
W6CF, printed several 


|’ copies with his own 


equipment. 


Your copy awaits 
your order to R 
Couzin, $14.95 plus 
postage to 151 Waner 
Way, Felton, CA 95018, 
- Editor 


An ALMANAC Sample Page 


We have reproduced at right, page 16 
from The Wireless Almanac. In 
column two, in keeping with 1997 as 
the 85th ammiversary year of the 
sinking of RMS TITANIC, April 
14-15 1912, this page covers a capsule 
of the famous maritime tragedy. Each 
page is organized in similar fashion, 
providing a moment’s eye view of 
nearly forgotten to famous events 
from the history of wireless communi- 
cations and related topics. 


THE AUTHOR SAYS... 
30 December 1996 
Dear Roy Couzin - W6JET 


I am deeply grateful to you for 
sending me the copy of the WIRE- 
LESS ALMANAC which came Satur- 
day 28 December in perfect shape. 
And please, when you are again in 
QSO with Jim Maxwell, tell bim I want 
to thank him and praise him for so 
excellent a production job. I got a lot 
of oohs and ahs from a few people to 
whom I showed the book - even 
though they are not radio people - but 
there is one lady whose husband is 
ex-Navy radio op. She is not here 
today but I know she will be interested. 


My thanks to you, and Ted Pheips, 
and Jim Maxwell, but they are inade- 
quate to express my delight at seeing 
the Wireless Almanac publicly pro- 
duced. J shall be in touch with all you 
really good friends who worked on this 
book so dilgently... 


I am in hopes that, as you say, there 
will be a demand for the book by 
SOWP members and others, not only 
to benefit SOWP but to give me a 
sense of pride. I had fun doing it but 
it’s nice to have an audience too. 


Vy 73 - Fred Rosebury, KA1GEN, 
The Heritage, #248, 
747 Water Street, Framingham, MA 
01701-3222, 


HISTORICAL PAPERS - WIRELESS ALMANAC 


APRIL 12 (cont. ) 

1902 - During this time the U.S. 
Navy was constructing 

radio stations at Annapolis, MD, 

and Washington, D.C. for testin, 

equipment. (HR 


APRIL - 13 


1769 - Capt. James Cook (1728- 
1779) anchored at Tahiti 
in his ship, the ENDEAVOUR. (EB) 


1876 - Ettore Bellini, radio 
compass inventor, born in 
Foligno, Italy. (DU ) 


1888 - John Hays Hammond, Jr. of 
radio-controlled torpedo 
fame, born in San Francisco. His 
career was largely concenrned 
with the remote control of self- 
propelled vehicles by radio.(DU) 


1892 - Robert A. Watson-Watt, of 
“~~ radar fame, born in Brech- 
in, Scotland. He was Britain's 
hero in "radio location" as 
radar was known there. (DU)(WW) 


1937 = Died: Elihu Thomson, in 
Swampscott, Mass, He de- 
monstrated sparks 8 ft. from a 
Ruhmkorff (spark) coil. (See 
Mar.29, 1853.) (DU) 


APRIL - 14 


1842 - First steamboat engine 
built in America for a 
Screw-propelled vessel was in- 
stalled in the SS VANDALIA, 
launched Dec.1, 1841, and en- 
rolled Apr.14, 1842 at the port 
of Oswego, N.Y. It was designed 
by John Ericsson and built by 
Capt. Sylvester Doolittle. It 
had two vertical cylinders, 14 
inches in diameter, the stroke 
of which was 22 inches. Ericsson 
had previously built two engines 
which were installed in British 
ships. (FF) 


1898 - First ambulance ship was 
the USS SOLACE of 5700 
tons, and used in naval warfare 
with Spain. Formerly named the 
SS CREOLE, she was purchased Apr. 
7, 1898. The SOLACE was the 
creation of Admiral Wm.Knicker- 
bocker Van Reypen. She was 
fitted out under the terms of 
the Geneva Convention and was 
undoubtedly the first designated 


ambulance ship - used for trans- 
porting as well as caring for 
the sick and wounded —- and the 
first to one y the Geneva Cross 
at the fore. She was removed 
from the Navy list Aug.6, 1930, 
and sold Nov.6, 1930. The first 
hospital ship, as distinguished 
rom an amulance ship, was the 
RED ROVER, converted to a hosp- 
ital ship in 1862. 


1912 (Apr.14-15): White Star 
liner TITANIC/MGY wrecked 
on maiden voyage from Southamp- 
ton to New York, by striking an 
iceberg off Newfoundland. U.S, 
sources reported 1517 lost; 
British Board of Trade reported 
1503 lost including a number of 
celebrities. Passengers and 
crew totalled 2307. The TITANIC 
was 882% feet long and cost 
$7.5 million. (See complete 
story in SOWP "Sparks Journal" 
Vol.2,#1,1978.) John George 
Phillips was the chief radio 
operator, News of the TITANIC 
Sinking profoundly shocked the 
entire world. Through the aid 
of radio 703 survivors were 
rescued by the Cunarder CAR- 
PATHIA and other ships. (WA) 


1918 - Died: Karl Ferdinand 
Braun, in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
He was instrumental in develop- 
ing the cathode-ray tube. (See 
June 6, 1850 (DU) 


APRIL - 15 


1850 - Robert Livingston 

Stevens, (1787-1856), 
American mechanical engineer who 
founded Hudson River Day Line 
and designed ferryboats and 
ferry slips, made improvements 
in railroads, invented wooden 
railroad ties laid on broken 
stone, invented the "T" rail 
(now used universally every- 
where.) Stevens got permission 
from Colombia to build a rail- 
road across the Isthmus of 
Panama Which was finished in 
1855. 


1885 - Born: Emory L. Chaffee, 
at Somerville, MA. He was 

an electron physicist who 

Solved many radio problems. (DU) 


(EB) 


1914 - A memorial was unveiled 
at Godalming, Surrey, 
England, in memory of Jack 


a I Se Mi eZ 


Phillips, chief wireless oper- 
ator of the ill-fated TITANIC, 
"Who died at his post when the 
vessel foundered in mid-Atlantic 
on the 15th of April, 1912." 


APRIL - 16 


1945 - German SS GOYA, carrying 
troops, torpedoed and sunk with 
7000 aboard. Only 170 saved; 
6,830 lost; the greatest loss of 
life ever recorded in one ship 
sinking. 


1951 - British submarine AFFRAY 
sank off the Isle of Wight; 
75 dead, ; (APA) 


1956 - First radio receiver with 
an auxiliary silicon unit 
to convert the rays of the sun 
into electric power was the "Sun 
Power Pak," made by the Admiral 
Corp., Chicago, IL, which was 
first developed in October 1955 
and offered for sale Apr.16,1956, 
The radio weighed 53 1b. and 
contained 6 transistors in place 
of vacuum tubes. It was 2-7/8" 
thick, 8-3/4" high, and 10-7/8" 
long, and cost $59.95. It was 
operated by 6 ordinary flash- 
light cells lasting from 700 to 
1000 hours. The auxiliary Sun 
Power Pak, which converted ener- 
gy into power, cost $185 additi- 
onal. It had 32 silicon solar- 
cell elements to pick up rays 
from the sun or from an incan- 
descent lamp. (FF) 


APRIL = 17 


1421 - 100,000 people drowned in 
Dort floods. 


1524 - Giovanni da Verrazano 

discovered the Narrows and 
New York harbor. His ship 
dropped anchor in the Upper Bay. 
This is Verrazano Day in New 
York. 


1610 - Henry Hudson began the 
voyage that discovered 
Hudson Bay. 


1776 - First warship captured by 
a commissioned officer of ]| 

the U.S.Navy was the British war 

ship EDWARD. Capt.John Barry 

met her on this date off the 

Virginia coast, captured her and | 

conveyed her to Philadelphia.(FF) | 


1851 - Minot's Ledge Light, 
America's most dangerous 
beacon, collapsed in a great 
storm. The structure is located 
offshore from Cohasset and Minot, 
part of Scituate, MA. (LH) 
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RESULTS of the ANNUAL SOWP INTERNATIONAL QSO ROUNDUP DEC. 13 -15, 1995 


Committee: T. K. Phelps, W8TP; J. Kelleher, W4ZC; J. Swafford, W4HU 
PTS FIRST NAME LAST NAME CALL ClTY STATE SERIAL# 
206(146+60@) JOHN McKINNEY WOAP DANNEBROG NE 1001 
167(119+48) GEORGE LUCCHI WONVN PHOENIX AZ 1704 
162(117+45) BILL D CARROLL AC5BG N. LITTLE 
ROCK AR 5161 
161(137+24) DEL BE CLOUSER W8KJP ORLANDO FL 4922 
155(125+30) ROBERT F BOWKER K6QT PAYETTE ID 862 
120(84+36) JACK LALLY W1HDC GARLAND ME 3043 
111(87+24) THEODORE K PHELPS W8TP COLUMBUS OH 881 
108 (78+30) C.R."RED" STEPHENS KA4BIJ TAMPA FL 2927 
Q@93(81+12) CHUCK COLEMAN K6ZUR SANTA ROSA CA 2959 
@92(86+06) GEORGE E MAYER KP4BJ SPRING HILL FL 4659 
Q@92(77+15) CHARLES E SPENCER W8PQO FENNVILLE MI 42058 
Q@90(84+06 ) ESTHER FROST KA4IFF LAKELAND FL 3375 
@84(63+21) R.E. HICKMAN AASWE COPPERAS 4968 
COVE TX 
Q083(62+21) WILLIAM P WERNER W3FYK BETHLEHEM PA 4528 
@80(74+06) GLENN SWIDERSKI W7GS BUFFALO WY 5531 
Q@78(66+12) BEN J RUSSELL N6SL MADISONV’LE LA 1853 
@69(57+12) ROBERT D ELDER KA2ZNE LIVERPOOL NY 4587 
@66(57+09) BILL SUGGS W2RPH BUENA NJ 5147 
EARL W KORF K2IC LINCROFT NJ aro 
@60(54+@6) GORDON D HALSTEN KB7ORK SISTERS OR 5116 
@59(47+12) EUGENE R KLEIN W4GC NAPLES FL 4516 
Q@58(46+12) JOSHUA J BREHH AE2L ROSE HILL NC 3109 
@55(52+03) RPVe MCGRAW W2LYH RIVERHeAD NY 2356 
@54(54+00) PAUL N DANE W6WOW LIVERMORE CA 2195 
Q@52(52+00) ROBERT SHRADER W6BNB SEBASTOPOL CA 157 
Q@52(46+@6 ) ROBERT LARSON W7LNG MEDFORD OR 4590 
@50(50+00) JOHN SWAFFORD W4HU ARLINGTON VA 783 
@49(43+@6 ) PHILIP E BATTEY W3FZV PATAGONIA AZ 305 
@46 (46+00) ROBERT MYHRE AD4xXC CROSSVILLE TN 4794 
046 (43+2@3) JOHN KRUTKY W6EJB CLEARLAKE CA 3911 
@46(40+96) DONALD NEWMAN W7CO SEATILE WA 58 
Q044(41+03) W.J. OTTEN KJ7WE VANCOUVER WA 4929 
@44(38+@6 ) GORDON J TUCKER W7FLF JEFFERSON OR 3813 
Q@42(36+@6) JOE AMICARELLA W7IZE SEASIDE OR 4187 
041 (38+03) ASS NEWBOLD W6MMG BELMONT CA 2407 
@37(37+900) BORGE HAAGENSEN VE7VB VICTORIA BC CANADA 664 
JOHN YURICEK W3MAM BRACKENRIDGE PA 7 Soa 
034 (34+00) Shy Gils RECK N4PS JACKSONVILLE FL 298 
Q@29(29+00) JOHN M VASICAK W9ZEN OGLESBY IL 11402 
@29(26+03) EARL D WILSON K6GPB RIO DELL CA 2841 
@28(28+00) EDWARD A McCARTHY W1YT LEMPSTER NH 3035 
@21(21+00) EVERETT A VAUX W9DCE KENOSHA WI 1941 
@20(20+00) RAY REDWOOD KA5HCX AUSTIN TX 4072 
Q@19(19+00) H.L. SCHULTZ JR WI3U ERIE PA 4278 


Continued - Next Page 
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Continued from Page 5 


PTS FIRST NAME LAST NAME CALL (Ets bg STATE SERIAL# 
%18(18+00) CHARLES W EDWARDS W2IQX WALDWiCK NJ 4114 
FRANK HOGAN W6ISX AUBURN CA 2052 

MARION J HENSON W6NKR SACRAMENTO CA 664 

@17(17+00) RONALD HILL ZS6/G3SGQ LAKEFIELD Aone 395@ 
@15(15+@00) DONALD G FULTON KC6WNN WALNUT CA 5101 
@14(14+00) JOHN L KURDEKA K7DV DOUGLAS AZ 2300 
@12(12+00) HENNING SCHON SM7FYK S 216 11 MALMO SWEDEN 4924 
RUSSELL F SCHMID K2LL NEPTUNE NJ 4488 

@11(11+00) ANNY SCHWAGER DF2SL 89251, ILLERTI 3010 

SSEN, GERMANY 

ERICH WALTER HB9CHE CH-3604 THUN SWITZ oo 

JOHN A NEIBERLINE NSPQH HEXT TX 4543 

@10(10+00) CARL WATSON GOVLW LYMINGTON HANTS Regine nein 
@09(09+00) GARETH LINDER W1ACL BRAINTREE MA 4031 
THEODORE KANGAS W8HV ISHPEMIHG Ma 5102 

0@8(@8+00) JENS HENRIK NOHNS OZ1CAR DK-1441 BORDING DENMARK 4084 
JOHN BEACH W2LN/5 SAN ANTONIO TX Pag 

ODD-GUNNAR BIGSETH LA2TD N-1406 SKI NORWAY ae 

@06(06+00) G.B. MILLER K1AU LENOX MA 4999 
@03(93+00) NICHOLAS MASTROVITI IT9OXNM Sitsntes. ieck ITALIA 252 2 

(SR 
PATRICK O’BRIEN K8LEN PEKIN IN 1305 


From John Swafford, SOWP VP 
for Public Relations & Awards: 


Re: 1996 SOWP Roundup 


Another great roundup - at least 
from my point of view. Not as many 
logs submitted this year, but almost 
everyone remarked about having fun. 
Even though propagation was not 
quite up to par, we all had a good go at 
i. In looking over the logs, some of 
you did real well - in spite of propaga- 
tion predictions your location appeared 
to be wide open. Ten and fifteen were 
not really open much, but some of you 
did pretty well on fifteen. One of our 
participants did real well without the 
benefit of 80 meters! How did he do 
that, you ask - he found fifteen open 
enough to give him a lot of bonus 
points. Each fifteen meter contact 
netted him 3 points. 


Same of yau didn’t underatand the 
bonus point set-up. If you worked the 
same station on three different bands 
you could count three extra bonus 


points. The logs came in in all manner 
of formats, but I generally had no 
trouble. Quite a number of you sent 
your logs in without tallying up your 
score. | really earned my pay on some 
of the logs! We would like to cite a 
couple of our senior members, Bob 
Gleason, W3KW and Ear! Korf, K2IC. 
I didn’t get a log from Bob but | 
worked him on 20 - for a man his age 
he has a beautiful fist. Earl was truly 
"up to form” in the Roundup. 
Although he says he is slowing down, 
his signal and fist say otherwise! It was 
good to hear Paul Dane, W6WOW in 
there. Hadn’t heard him for years. 
Don’t know how many of you were 
using keyboards, but I would like to 
think that most of you were using 
bugs and keyers. Some of us are using 
old WW2 bugs. Thanks to Phelps, 
Kelleher, McKinney and Boyd for their 
support of this activity - and all the 
other NCS stations that are staying 
active. We missed Art, W8FEC! 


73. Sincerely, John Swafford, W4HU. 


Summary of Comments from your 
Roundup Logs - by Jack Kelleher, 
WAZC, President, SOWP: 


Bob Hickman, AASWE: Cdx less 
than optimum; and about the time [ 
decided it couldn’t get worse, it 
did! Carl Watson, GOVLW: 
“returning to WINV, POB 114, Booth 
Bay, ME 04537 3d week of March ‘97; 
tell Mac/WOAP he doesn’t hear me 
ONI on 14,058." Josh, AE2L “ran 
into several old friends and had many 
interesting chats.”; “Tuck”, W7FLF | 
” we seemed to have a good turnout.” 


Erich/HB9CHE had difficulty getting 
through to U.S. participants; Don/ 
KC6WNN sez he has blood type CW+ 
and can’t get rid of it; Esther/ 
KA4IFF, missed a lot of members 
she’d worked previously, but made 
quite a few new friends; = Bob/K6QT | 
-- score suffered from too much rag- 
chewing with old friends; Gene/ 
W4GC would have enjoyed it more if! 


Continued - Next Page 


Roundup Comments - From P. 6 


it was less “contesty”; Hank/ 
WI3U wonders about too much dead 
time on 40 and 80; Ben/N6SL 
was optimistic, sed bands were fairly 
good for medium range contacts; 


Earl/K6GPB visualizes the wonderful 
Operating experiences of the partici- 
pants; Ted/W8HV says the big guns 
beat him in the first-night pileups; 
W9ZEN/Johnny’s low score was due 
to flu (take ur shot early next year, 
Johnny!) Ron/ZS6/G3SGQ, “nice to 
hear some of the OTs again, despite 
QRN, QSB." 


Earl/K2IC said he didn’t have the 
energy to try for big score, but enjoyed 
every contact. Jake/KJ7WE had to 
work barefoot but still enjoyed it altho 
missed hearing stns in east, SE and 
midwest; Chuck/K6ZUR_ missed 
European participants (propagation?) 
but enjoyed stateside contacts; 


Rusty/K2LL didn’t let his sight 
problem get him down; Red/ 
KA4BIJ: “A pleasure to QSO old 
friends, albeit never met most of 
them.” Poor cdx noted by a number of 
participants, especially in terms of little 
or no activity on 15 and 10 meters 
(Cheer up, guys, the sunspot number 
has started climbing!). 


General comment was that number 
of participants was down, but those 
who were active enjoyed it as much as 
ever. Your reporter did not participate 
because I was in Colorado and Ari- 
zona at the time. 


It was a pleasure to read the many 
nice comments to John/W4HU, who 
does far more than necessary to see 
that everyone receives credit for parti- 
cipating. 

Again - 73...de W4ZC 
Help Keep CW Alive! - 


Sign up your friends in SOWP! 


Here’s a sample of mail which 
warmed the wintertime scene at SOWP 
HQ and the Editor’s bailtwick: 


*..sure enjoy the World Wireless 


Beacon...” -Rich Hoeck, 5098-V, 
W6RZL, Sheridan, WY. “Been enjoy- 
ing same, thank you” says G.E. Zahot- 
nik, 4156-P, N3CBY. Bill Fishback, 
3899-P, again sporting his original call 
-W1iIKU, from Harwich, MA says 
” didn’t see my name ‘In Remem- 
brance’, so sending along a check for 
3-year renewal!! Sorry to hear about 
Eddie Kincaide...was raised in Fairha- 
ven in late 20’s & 30’s so know his 
background well. Got 14 years to go to 
make his age. Maybe if I keep my dues 


up I have a chance at it!” 


At the other end of the age spiral, 
Mike Zbrozek, 3581-M, K8XF, New 
Port Richey, FL a frequent contributor 
to these pages, says, “Here are my 
1997 dues. Being a current ship’s 
Radio Electronics Officer, I enjoyed 
reading the last issue, (Dec. ‘96) 
regarding GMDSS by Ben Russell, 
N6SL. Due to the lack of ships and 
Radio Officer jobs | am hanging up my 
ticket and seeking other means of 
earning a living since my last vessel 
(August ‘95 to February 96). It’s been 
an interesting career! All the best for 
SOWP!! - Mike.” 


P.S. “Not having an REO aboard ship 
is a big mistake! Just wait and see!" 


For a concurring opinion excerpt 
from USCG’s Amver Suleun see 
Column 3. 


GMDSS Phase-In 


Opinion... By Mike Malloy, Malloy 
Communications, Corpus Christi, TX., 
78418 (email: mmalloy@davlin.net) 


“..Lhe radio officer community is 
under the assumption that the Tele- 
communications Act of 1996 is a direct 
attempt by the U.S. Government to 
eliminate their jobs. This is not the 
case. In reality, it is the individual 
shipping companies who are using this 
Act as a rational means to take away 
the radio officer position. Specifically, 
the new Act amends the Communica- 
tions Act of 1934 (yes, 1934), in such a 
way that if a U.S. vessel has GMDSS 
equipment and two people on board 
with the GMDSS Operators License 
(Element 1 & 7), then the ship is able 
to sail without a radio officer guarding 
the 500 kHz. frequency. It must be 
emphasized that the IMO (Inter- 
national Maritime Organization) does 
not say the radio offficer is not 
needed. The IMO rules do not employ 
CW as a mode of communications, 
nor do they use 500 Khz as one of the 
GMDSS primary or secondary fre- 
quencies. By ignoring a system that has 
been in place since 1908, the IMO has 
in effect eliminated the radio officer 
position as we know it today. Now the 
companies have a legitimate reason to 
take one more person off the ship. 


"This places the communications on 
the shoulders of the deck officer who 
is already over burdened with the 
management of the ship. It would be 
prudent to place someone on board 
whose sole duty is to provide com- 
munications for the ship, and whose 
duty station will be the GMDSS equip- 
ment in times of emergency. This 
debate will rage for some time. Unfor- 
tunately, it may take a major disaster 
at sea to resolve this issue. It is this 
author’s wish that the debate begin. 
Let’s keep cool heads and express 
ourselves in a rational manner. . ." 


S/S ANNISTON CITY / KDSG 


KDSG was a real oldtimer, a ship 
from the 1920s. The two upper decks 
of the bridge house had square 
windows and the decks were planked 
with wood. Also unique was No. 3 
cargo hatch which was between the 
bridge house and the long engine 
room house. This design was _ very 
similar to the 1879 British Sunderland 
yard tramp steamer. 


Illustrated by the Author 


knobs that appeared identical to the 
handles of a safe in any bank ashore. It 
had been made by Federal Telegraph, 
i.e., early Mackay Radio. 


As always, it was hot and humid in 
New Orleans on the day I first boarded 
and after checking with the skipper | 
found the steward making up my 
room. My cabin, along with all the 
deck officers’ cabins were port-and- 


NEW YORK. 
HAWALLAN 


See 


I discovered a similar 1920s-dated 
radio shack which was on the port 
side of the bridge deck adjacent to the 
chartroom. The radio gear was a 
composite of old and new. The main 
transmitter (MF) was large, black, and 
fitted with many meters and tuning 
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starboard of the main dining room or 
saloon mess. 


It was a unique saloon mess, panelled 
in shiny, dark wood and furnished with 
real red leather chairs and settees. 
Along the aft bulkhead was a shiny 
barrel. This was a real scuttlebutt 


By John N. Muszynski, 1618-V, W4VAR 


which was kept filled with ice by that 
same efficient, Filipino steward. A 
shiny deck, dark green curtains at the 
portholes, made this space more like 
an elegant shoreside hotel dining room 
than an officers’ mess on this vintage 
ship. 


All the engineers, including the Chief 
lived in the lengthy deck house aft of 
No. 3 hatch. Above their spaces was 


SAM ENGINE. 


SI FAUS BY NSH SIE 


2 


: 


In this same deck- 


the boat deck. 
house, the galley cooks prepared the 
foods which were hand-carried to the 
forward deckhouse at mealtime. Most 
of the crew lived on the main deck, 
immediately below the engine officers. 
A few lived far aft in the stern house. 


Continued - next page. 
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ANNISTON CITY - from Page 8 


We had a full-capacity cargo, all of it 
destined for the Hawaiian Islands, a 
voyage of some 6,074 miles. And by 
the time we made our night departure 
from New Orleans down the muddy 
Mississippi, bound for the Panama 
Canal Zone and the Pacific, we had 
the benefit of some cool breezes. A 
quick QTO to WNU and his BV reply 
sent us on our way. Quiet reigned and 
after my required watch I turned in for 
a restful night’s sleep. Nothing intru- 
ded but the distant sound of the bridge 
bell sounding the half-hours of the 
night watches: very peaceful and plea- 
sant. 


Mild weather and moderate seas 
prevailed and with its turbine engine, 
the ANNISTON CITY gave forth 
none of the thumping sounds of the 
reciprocating engines of the Liberty 
ships I had known. 


Once a week we had fire-and-boat 
drills. Sometimes I had to Iug the 
‘lifeboat transmitter out to the boat, 
but normally my duty was simply to 
test it. The sea distance to the Canal 
was 1389 miles and suddenly, it seemed 
to me, Captain Rogers was giving me 
the arrival QTP to NBA. 


My first canal transit was pleasant, 
with ship traffic abundant on both 
sides of the locks. Once the Canal 
pilot was dropped at Balboa, it was not 
too long before we experienced the 
long swell the Pacific is noted for and 
this ship was an excellent sea boat with 
easy rolls and a muted pitch. 


We had lots of sunny weather and 
no excitement of any kind. Day after 
day we pushed on and I was soon given 
the arrival QTP message to send to 
Kahuka Radio, KHK, in Honolulu. 


On arrival In Honolulu with the 
Aloha Tower in sight, we ran into our 
first real trouble. Harry Bridges’ west 


coast longshoremen were on strike 
back on the U.S. mainland and here in 
the islands. Lots of threats were shou- 
ted to us from the dock - like “Don’t 
get off- we'll bust your heads! Go back 
home!” But our problem was averted: 
We could say we loaded on the Gulf 
Coast where no longshoremen were 
on the bricks. Work commenced to 
discharge and we could go ashore, still 
drawing a few nasty looks from those 
strikers. 


Our weather was beautiful and I 
don’t recall a single time when rain 
stopped work. We made our ports: 
Kahului, on the island of Maui, Port 
Allen on Kauai, finally topping off at 
Hilo on the big island of Hawaii. They 
were all very quiet places but usually 
with tough shoreside cops who got a 
lot of respect from everyone. At Hilo, 
we were the only ship in port. That was 
a unique occasion as Captain Rogers 
gave the horn a long blast to get me 
back to the ship along with a couple of 
other shorehounds. I had been spend- 
ing time ashore and from my room in 
the Naniloa Hotel I could the ANNIS- 
TON CITY across the bay. That was 
the first and only time I experienced a 
whistle blast to get back to work. 


Back on the road again: Checking 
batteries and motor-generators, I did 
the required departure checkout. All 
was well. Antennas good and my 
station was ready for sea. So we made 
the long haul back to Balboa/NBA 
where waiting on the hook the Old 
Man sent me ashore with a sick sailor 
to get him to a hospital. A quick 
transit and clearing the Zone on the 
Atlantic side, KDSG was again headed 
for WNU. 


But we had a delay near Galveston, 
where KDSG met a Coast Guard 
83-footer to put a sailor off suffering 
from some malady or other; this in a 
squall which made the transfer touchy. 
We later discovered that this man had 


his own liquor supply still secreted in 
the steering engine room. Our captain 
did a bit of philosophical musing at 
dinner that night saying, “It’s a tough 
life. Merchant ships always at sea and 
a rough life for seamen.” 


Back up the Mississippi we sailed to 
New Orleans, discharged some sugar 
and then back out to sea, bound for 
New York/WNY. Radio Port Arthur/ 
WPA and USCG New Orleans had 
handled our traffic on the offloaded 
sailor. (But old WPA now is no longer 
in existence). 


Now we had a change in weather, 
with snow squalls in contrast to the 
balmy weather we all had become used 
to. The steam radiator in my radio 
shack was a comfort. We finally rea- 
ched New York where we tied up at 
Staten Island on December 27, 1949. It 
Was snowing heavily. This voyage 
made a transition from balmy to icy 
weather. Since I was a relief R/O for 
the permanent operator, I had all my 
abstracts and logs in hand for the 
RMCA (Radiomarine Corp.) office on 
Varick St. in Manhattan. It had been 
another voyage but, in many ways 
unique for me, as it was a look back in 
history to the days of early marine 
radio. 


ng the war years on deep wate 
oyages. By virtue of the Hoffma 
sland radio class 45R, I began 


989. Hence my seagoing career lasted 
46 years until I walked down the 
pangplank of the S/S Knight/KGNT o 
August 27, 1989 in Tampa, Florida.” 


More Membership 


Mail 


From Sam Pickering, IJr., 5106-P, 
KB7JWCX, 
BONNEY LAKE, WA 98390 


Hi: 


See by the address label that my 
dues are due. Enclosed is my check 
for $40 for three years. 


George Hart’s article on high speed 
tape practice in the December °96 
BEACON is very interesting. Was 
unaware of the Boehme 8-D head. | 
have a Boehme 4-E head on the air. 
Also have a Teletype-Kleinschmidt per- 
forator to feed it. Don’t know of 
anyone that has a Boehme ink recor- 
der-to catch all the high speed LW 
tho. Was nearly sixty years ago that I 
was a high speed tape operator using 
Boehme equipment. 


(Sam also sent in the following note): 


Anyone who was at 
station WVY at the Presidio of San 
Francisco is requested to get in 
touch with Bart Lee, 327 Filbert Steps, 
San Francisco, 94133. 


They are trying to put together a 
history of station WVY and the Pre- 
sidio and would like to get in touch 
with anyone who lived or worked there 
in any capacity. -73, 


Sam, SJ 


AN "OLD NEWS" REQUEST 


“A while back,” writes Ed Patac- 
chiola, 3235-P, W1MCG, “I corrected 
an article about the S/S FLYING 
ENTERPRISE with (the late) Capt. 
Kurt Carlsen on board, adrift in the 


2000000 sooo 
ee 
English Channel. 

“I was on the USS J.W.WEEKS, 
DD701. Our ship was on R and R at 
Bordeaux, France, tied to a dock in the 


Gironde River. We were ordered to 
stand by the stricken ship. 


“We made a transit down the river 
about 10 PM to the Bay of Biscay and 
northward to the English Channel. We 
made radio contact with Capt. Carlsen 
(next morning) at 0800. He used his 
ham rig, a (Command Set) ARC-5 
running on batteries and antennae 
made from lamp cords - best he could 
do with a 30-degree list on his ship. He 
used KWFZ on 2,738 kHz The 
WEEKS used (a Navy) TCS and call 
NHEK. We left him when we got 


‘-- around to the other side of his ship. 


“We made our first contact on Jan. 
2, 1952 and remained patrolling back 
and forth until a trawler came out to 
tow him to port on January 8 We cut 
our tow because we didn’t want the 
Navy to own the ship by bringing it in 
to port. 


“During this time we were in the 
news, after planes circled our area 
taking pictures and TV shots. We 
arrived later at Plymouth, (England) 
and had visits from news people and a 
deck full of sightseers. 


“Our ship came back to the US. 
where we looked for news pictures and 
magazines covering our adventure with 
the ENTERPRISE. But the only news 
I saw was when the trawler lost the 
ship. She sank near Lands End with 
the sea blowing into the stacks in 140 
feet of water. 


"PERHAPS SOME READER 
can tell me if newspapers or magazines 
came out with the news of our adven- 
ture. I have tried to find it in 1952 
issues of various magazines at flea- 
markets but with no luck. (I think 
LIFE magazine did a picture story on 
the ENTERPRISE. - Ed) 


“The only thing I have to remember 
this is a photo I took of the plaque 
presented to us by the Isbrandtsen 
company who owned the ship. 


“The plaque was a 14-inch square 
board with corners pointing up and 
down (diamond shape) with a bronze 
plate 12 inches in diameter. It read: 


"To the Officers and Men of the 
USS JOHN W. WEEKS For vigilant 
watch over and assistance to the 
stricken S/S FLYING ENTERPRISE 
and her Master who remained aboard, 
January, 1952 (Engraving of an 
Anchor) Presented by Isbrandtsen 
Co., Inc, Owners of S/S FLYING 
ENTERPRISE. 


“Captain Carlsen retained custody of 
many dollars worth of gold bullion 
which was stowed aboard. His ship 
was raised and resold. In April, 1952, 
Kurt got a new vessel, the FLYING 
ENTERPRISE IL. 


73 - Ed Patacchiola” 


(Born in Denmark, Captain Carlsen 
came to the U.S. in 1938 He worked 
for Isbrandtsen from 1944 until his 
retirement in 1976. For his heroism he 
received the Merchant Marine Dis- 
tinguished Service Award, authorized 
by a special Act of Congress. He 
operated his amateur radio station, 
W2ZXM, from FLYING ENTERPR- 
ISE II. From 1946 to 1956, Captain 
Carlsen was a close friend and neigh- 
bor of the late Hank Warner, 
W1HRQ. He died October 7, 1989 at 
his home in Woodbridge, NJ. He was 
75. - Editor) 
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U.S. Research Vessel KNORR/KCEJ 


29 August 1996 


This report is long overdue. The 
Research Vessel “Knorr” has returned 
from a two-year voyage around the 
Indian Ocean. I have been the “regu- 
lar” R/O on the “Knorr” for nearly 
five years. In that time, we have 
“done” most of the oceans of the 
world, both the 
big canals, the 
Antarctic ice 
edge, and some 
pretty interesting 
ports. “Knorr” is 
owned by the 
U.S. Navy, but 
operated by the 
Woods Hole 
Oceanographic 
Institution of 


Woods Hole, 
MA. It is one of 
the few 


University 
National 
Oceanographic 
Laboratory Sys- 
tem (UNOLS) 
ships that 
requires a_ tele- 
graph license, 
which also is 
about to “go 
away.” During this time, most of the 
trips were for the World Ocean Circu- 
lation Experiment (WOCE). That 
meant that we steamed along a prescri- 
bed line, stopping every 30 nautical 
miles to lower instruments to the 
bottom and take water samples from 
various depths. It also meant that, 
because of her size, “Knorr” would get 
stuck with some very long voyage legs 
--- 45 to 60 days without a port --- 
and sailing some very remote 


By Ellis H. Maris, Jr., 5015-V, W3PDK 


reaches of ocean. 


A few details: The “Knorr” is 
289-feet long, 2,626 tons, powered by 
four Caterpillar diesel-electric sets, 
going to two stern thrusters, and one 
retractable bow thruster. The thrus- 
ters are fully steerable through 360 
degrees. There is mo conventional 


R/V KNORR- Sydney, Australia 


shaft, screw, or rudder. The manevu- 
verability is such that we can go 
backwards just about as fast as for- 
ward, and can literally pivot-turn on 
the center of the ship. Quite often, the 
ship is controlled by computer -- 
dynamic positioning --- when we are 
station keeping, or towing dredges or 
ROVs (Remotely Operated Vehicles). 
The crew is now 22 persons, and the 


scientific complement brings the total 
on board up to about 50 persons, 
maximum. Some of you may already be 
aware that the “Knorr” is the ship that 
was used by Dr. Robert Ballard, of 
Woods Hole, when he first discovered 
the wreckage of the RMS. “Titanic ” 
in 1985. 


There is probably 
an abnormal 
amount of com- 
munications on a 
scientific research 
ship. Con- 
sequently, the 
radio room, in 
addition to the 
normal telegraph 
console has two 
SATCOM-A ter- 
minals, two FAX 
machines, and a 
special __ satellite 
hookup providing 
for e-mail and tele- 
phone calls 
through an earth 
station in Malabar, 
FL. We have a 
Mackay equipment 
rack for HF 
SITOR, and this is 
controlled by a 
486/66 PC which is the center of 
activity. I always keep in touch with 
some shore station for SITOR, and on 
occasions have had to resort to Morse 
on the console! 


Since I am also a ham radio person, 
I have used the hobby to advantage to 
meet new friends all over the world. 
Notable experiences were the three 
and one-half weeks that we spent in 


Continued - Page 12 


R/V KNORR from Page 11 


Sydney, Australia; two different weeks 
that we were in Tahiti; two days at 
Diego Garcia and three different port 
stops at Mauritius. 1 operated as 
VK2GUD in Sydney. Although I got 
my call, VQ9EM, in Diego Garcia, I 
was not there 
long enough 
to make any 
contacts. In- 
cidentally, 
D.G. has a 
very nice, 
fully-equipped 
ham shack 
capable of 
Operation on 
most bands. 
There are 
many regular 
operators 
who are R/Os on the several ships that 
are stationed in the lagoon for months 
at a time. Most of my shipboard 
operation was on 40-meter cw., with 
occasional excursions to 30 or 80 
meters. While operating out of Mauri- 
tius, I kept daily skeds with 3B8CF, 


Jacky. 


We have just returned from a 
two-year voyage which took us 
through the Mediterranean, the Red 
Sea, to Fremantle, Australia. Thence, 
we criss-crossed the Indian Ocean 
many times, stopping at Mombassa, 
Port Louis, Matrah, Colombo, Singa- 
pore, Dampier, Durban and Cape 
Town. The final leg was from Barba- 
dos, via the Azores, to Woods Hole. In 
that time, contrary to public opinion, I 
must say that Morse is NOT DEAD. 
On the present leg, in the Atlantic 
Ocean, I have logged dozens of U.S.A. 
ship call signs on 500 kHz, and com- 
municated with several of them. For 
myself, | have used c.w. a fair amount. 
It was necessary, in Auckland, N.Z., if 
you wanted to get radio free pratique 


for that port. Many times I used cw. 
when reporting to the surveillance 
systems of Australia and New Zealand. 
I don’t know what all these people are 
going to do when full GMDSS is 
implemented in 1999. Just because the 
U.S. Navy and the U.S. Coast Guard 
don’t want to 
use Morse 
doesn’t mean 
that the rest of 
the world has 
given it up. 
Incidentally, 
some of the 
best c.w. I have 
heard is from 
the Russian 
ships. Those 
guys really fly! 
Some _ shore 
stations of the 
world are really sloppy c.w. ops, but a 
great many are really sharp operators. 
I am sad to say that the life of the 
R/O, as we have known it, is about to 
fade into oblivion. How unfortunate! I 
wonder when this thing will come “full 
circle” again, and the powers-that-be 
find it necessary to restore the tele- 
graph requirement. I understand that 
one of the popular movies in America 
(last) July Fourth was called “Indepen- 
dence Day.” Apparently, in the final 
scenes, Morse Code “saves the world.” 
If in the decades to come no one is 
learning the code, they will have to 
re-write the ending of that film! 


ees 
Ellis H. Maris, Jr., W3PDK 

One Post Road 

Wakefleld, RI 02879-3910 

Tel: (401) 782-1743 

FAX: (401) 782-1743 

e-mail: 74710.726@compuserve.com 


MEMBER CONTACTS CANA- 
DIAN C.G. RADIO HALIFAX/ 
VCS -IN ITS FINAL HOURS 


By Don Gagne, 4727-V, W2LID 
27 Sept. 1996 


(This report was prepared in longhand 
aboard Mr. Gagne’s pleasure craft, 


M/V Sea Spray / WRXN). 

“The following was copied from VCS 
in Halifax on 8,440 kHz: 

"VV V de VCS OSX 6 8 12 and 
16 MHz chni 3 478 Sept 30/96 
VCS HF service discontinued. Many 
thanks your past patronage. 

‘I called VCS on 8,368 kHz and had 
the following exchange at 1628Z: 


VCS de WRXN k 
WRXN de VCS nil 


VCS de WRXN om will there be any 
closing ceremonies on 9/30 k 


(from VCS) r om all HF and CW 
closing down 30/9 also SITOR 


(from WRXN) How about 500 kc 


(from VCS) 500 will remain open for 
the time being. We moving about Dec 
1 and that time 500 will be taken over 
by VCO k 


(from WRXN) r_ will there be any 
closing ceremonies on 9/30 

(from VCS) ._... (pause) om not any 
planned but if you bring the liquor will 
have one 


(from WRXN) hi hi fb tnx de WRXN 
(from VCS) rom su * (End of QSO) 


“Another CW station bites the dust, 
but at least VCO (Sydney, N.S. CG) 
will carry on awhile on 500 kc. But I 
don’t know if VCO will continue on 
HF CW - I hope so. 


Continued - Page 13 
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Gagne - WRXN, From P. 12 


“All well here. I continue to send 
WX OBS via WSC and WCC, mostly 
on 500 ke. I occasionally hear 
another ship on 500, but not often. I 
did work R/V KNORR/KCEJ out of 
Woods Hole, MA the other day. He 
was off Norfolk, VA. Heard him 
testing on 500, so gave him a call. We 
QSYd to 512 kHz for a short QSO. 


"I also use 6 and 8Mhz to send WX 
OBS - but mostly 500 - more roman- 
tic!” 


- 73...Don Gagne, W2LID 
From SOWP Swiss (Edelweiss) 


Chapter Director, Erich Walter 
1536-M, HB9CHE: 


CH-3604 Thun, Switzerland 
November 16th, 1996 
Dear OM Waldo, 


Enclosed you will find the application 
for a new German SOWP member, 


Ignaz KIRCHHOFF, Thomas-Mann .. 


Str.42, D-28213 Bremen. He has the 
callsign DLIBDW. Also enclosed you 
will find his $5.00 plus $15.00 for 1997. 
With his record as Sparks at Sea and 
the German coastal station NORD- 
DEICHRADIO/DAN_ (now closed 
down at least for CW-operations) he 
will qualify best for our Society. Ignaz 
participates since several Sundays also 
on our CW net. He was recruited by 
Hanswerner Grums/#5080-M. With 
him this totals 22 members of whom | 
do the administration. I hope it will 
increase! 


Elisabet Eberl (3913-M) arrives today 
evening from the Costa del Sol (Anda- 
lucia/Spain) for a medical examina- 


tion...best regards from her to all at 
HQ of SOWP. 


That’s all for the moment, dear OM 
Waldo. Hope you are well, wish you 
and your family all the best, 73...Erich 


March 1997 

From Thanks To Amateur Radio 
Leslie W.Bell, 1466-P, VK4LZ : is the title of a book sent to your 
"Dear Waldo, — Enclosed please find PAIS node CEM AM gies 


Bank Draft for $30, being my sub to 
SOWP for two years. 


“Last August, I left home and 
attended the reunion of ex-RAAF 
radar personnel who served in WW2. 
Our ranks are thinning out as most of 
us are getting on in years but we had 
an attendance of 600 members. The 
Wing Commander of the RAAF base 
at Williamstown requested that, as | 
was Sgt. Radar Mechanic at the instal- 
lation of the first Radar to operate in 
Australia, | present to the Lord Mayor 
of Newcastle a plaque placed on the 
site the radar station occupied. 


"After the convention, I went to 
Canberra, our capital city, then on to 
the towns of Young and Sydney. On 
my return home | found the W.W. 
Beacon and never noticed the red spot 
on the cover, hence my being late with 


my sub. 


"I am now aged 92 years, (when his 
note was written) have good health, 
can still run 100 yards and climb a 
mango tree. (!) Still active in amateur 
radio. I am on the Coral Coast Net on 
7.06 MHz each morning at 2100 - 2200 
UTC. We have from 20 to 30 
members join from Cairns in North 
Queensland to Sydney and Adelaide. 
Also try to keep a sked with Ed, 
W6OXR on 14 MHz Thursday even- 
ings at 1400 UTC on CW, but of late 
propagation has been poor. The 
World Wireless Aeacon has been 
received on time each quarter. Very 
interesting and most appreciated. You 
are doing a great job!..." (Les enclosed 
photo-copies of the plaque presen- 
tation at Shepherd Hill Radar site, but 
they will not reproduce well here, - 
sorry). "All best 73s 


( Signed) Les - VK4LZ" 


members some time ago. It came from 
Henning Schon, 4924-V, 
SM7FYK, Malmo, Sweden, in late 
1995. This soft-cover publication tells 
the personal stories of radio amateurs 
from many countries, including SOWP 
members, Henning and Rolf Genne, 
4099-P, SM6NFF, Uddevalla, Sweden. 
The "public service" nature of amateur 
radio is covered in detail. 


Henning’s story (in part): "Despite 
the fact that (he) is a high speed 
operator and as such should be heard, 
if you have seen him and his wife once, 
you want to see them again! Their 
dance-show is a very popular ingre- 
dient in our SM7 field day every year... 


“Due to the war, miy service (in the 
Swedish Navy) lasted from January, 
1941 until December, 1944. I served as 
a CW operator on naval vessels 
around the Swedish coast. After my 
service, | continued my training and in 
May, 1945, I became a commercial 
CW operator. 


“From then and all the time until | 
retired in 1983, | have been a land- 
based CW operator. My interest in 
acrobatics made me start a group with 
my two brothers and we went on tours 
during the latter part of the 40s in 
Sweden with our show... 


“After several attempts, my wife 
Birgit (whom I married in 1948) mana- 
ged to drag me to a course of old 
Swedish folk dance in 1980...We crea- 
ted four different dance progtrams, 
which we have been performing since 
1982... 


"I became a radio amateur in 1972 
and despite the fact that | have been a 
CW operator for more than 50 years, | 
still consider CW the nicest means of 
communications, especially at high 


speed...” 
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HAARP MAKES TEST 
TRANSMISSIONS 


The High Frequency Active Auroral 
Research Program (HAARP) facility 
in Gakona, Alaska, (operated by the 
U.S. Navy and U.S. Air Force) was 
scheduled to transmit high power HF 
test signals Friday evening March 7, 
1997, (March 8, UTC time) seeking 
reports from hams and SWLs in 
Alaska and in the "Lower 48" to 
determine how well the HAARP trans- 
missions could be heard. 


Assuming that the test took place, 
the HAARP facility made transmis- 
sions on or near 6.9 and 3.4 MHz to 
give listeners the opportunity to listen 
for the HAARP facility and to claim a 
QSL card. The test was conducted 
beginning at 0430 UTC on March 8 
(2330 EasternTime on March 7). 


The format of the transmission test 
was a constant carrier (no modulation) 
signal followed by a CW message at 10 
WPM. 


If you took part in the HAARP test 
and would like to receive an acknowl- 
edgement (QSL), send a reception 
report to: 


High Frequency Active Auroral 
Research Facility, P.O.Box 271, Gak- 
ona, AK 99573. 


If you are interested in commenting 
on this test, please use a postcard or 
postcard-size piece of paper. Your 
report should include your copy of the 
10 wpm text transmission with a signal 
strength observation during the con- 
stant carrier periods. A description of 
the antenna and receiver you used 
would be useful but is not required. 


If you have access to a computer 
arranged to handle e-mail, and/or you 
are a radio amateur, you may include 
your e-mail address and/or your ama- 
teur callsign in your HAARP report. 


INTERNET ADVENTURES 
By Joe Gardner, VP International 
Affairs, 5068-M, K7CI 


Several World Wide Web sites of 
interest to members of SOWP include 
those devoted to “legendary” ships, 
such as RMS Titanic and SS United 
States. These have excellent pictures, 
drawings and diagrams and are worth a 
look. (Please note that the page 
addresses (URLs) listed below must be 
copied exactly as they appear; be 
careful: DO NOT copy the punctua- 
tion marks if the URL is at the end of 
a sentence. ). 


Titanic pages can be found at 
http://www.ilap.com/ ~ garnold/ 
titanic.htm . The site at  http:// 
www.wonders.org/titanic/ describes an 
exhibition of artifacts, collected by one 
of the expeditions, in Memphis starting 
in April. You can even buy a piece of 
coal recovered from the wreck! 
Another excellent page is at http:/ 
/autan.enst.fr/ ~ mouronva/ 
Titanic.html#section11 . All of these 
have hotlinks to additional Titanic 
Web pages, and all have great pictures 
and stories. 


Web sites for SS United States are 
at http://3n.net/ssunited/ and at http:/ 
/rampages.onramp.net/~ djs/djs- 
ssus.htm . Again, these sites contain 
links to others; however, several see- 
med to be inactive when I tried to 
verify them for this article. There are 
many pictures, both exterior and inter- 
ior, from the days when she was 
winning the “Blue Riband” on virtually 
every crossing. There are additional 
photos of her undergoing “conver- 
sion” in foreign shipyards and of her 
return to US waters. But be prepared 
for a shock! 


You will also learn that SS United 
States is currently in Philadelphia, 
possibly awaiting transfer to a yard for 


refitting. Rumors abound as to her 
current status. One story making the 
rounds is that she has again been 
seized by the US Marshall’s office. | 
inquired about this but have received 


no reply. 


Please check out the new VWOA 
page;( http://www. interactive.net/ 
~vwoa/ ). Very nice work. We have 
linked to it from our page ( http:/ 
/access.mountain.net/ ~ carto/ 


sowp001.htm ). 


As for our own Website, if you have 
an e-mail address, and want us to post 
it, please send it in. You can send it to 
the webmaster address on the SOWP 
site or to Beacon editor Ted Phelps at 
w&8tp@juno.com The ‘net is a good 
way to keep in touch with friends new 
and old. Some of us aren’t hams or 
simply can’t make the SOWP nets. 


The results of the 1996 Roundup will 
be posted on the SOWP site soon. 


Many of us have sadly watched the 
demise of “radio as we knew it” under 
the onslaught of newer digital techni- 
ques. Moreover, despite some initial 
fear of the Net being a challenge to 
ham radio, this is not turning out to be 
the case. Indeed, it is actually turning 
out to have a positive influence, at 
least for hams. As you may know, the 
Net was a big help during the recent 
VKOIR (Heard Island) Dxpedition, and 
it seems that interest in ham radio is 
being enhanced by all their websites 
and reflectors. Its development does 
parallel wireless and all the usual 
suspects are there: those who say it is 
a useless toy; has no commercial value, 
(does “200 meters and down” ring a 
bell? hi). I recall a 1948 QST announc- 
ing the invention of the transistor: 
may find some low-level audio appli- 
cations, but...”. And we are, after all, a 
Society of Pioneers; hmmm, food for 
thought. 


73 de Joe Gardner 
carto@access.mountain.net 


e-mail: 
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From: 
DONALD GENE FULTON 


$101-M, KC6WNN, <dgfulton@tston- 
ramp.com > 


To: ‘“Waldo Boyd- 
<k6dzy@netdexcom> 


Subject: FW: TELSTAR 401 
Toohey NMetimeneA Alert: O ON 
Date: Tue, 4 Feb 1997 19:32:25-0800 


Waldo, here is some interesting news 
for those in the group that follow the 
magnetosphere and the like. The 
bands have been kinda crazy and this 
may be one of the reasons. The 
following is from one of my co-workers 
and thought you may find it worth- 


SOWP”’” 


while. Who knows, some of the group | 


may even have a satellite system and 
are wondering what ever happened to 
the satellite T-401... 


Subject: 
TELSTAR 401 TERMINATION 


FROM THE OFFICE OF DR. 
ARTRUR eee LP ORD, 
SATELLITE SCAENCES, 
HUGHES BUSINESS COMMUNI- 
CATIONS 


RE: TELSTAR 401 TERMINATION 


Schedule of events which ended in the 
loss of Telstar 401: 


JANUARY 6, 1997, 1100 EST: 


Spacecraft SOHO, located approxi- 
mately 1,000,000 km from earth and 
positioned to view the sun at all times 
detected a vast bubble of gas exiting 
the sun’s corona. This was examined 
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Fore-runner Of A Real "Star Wars"? 


.-- or...Checked Your Compass Lately? 


and found to be a massive tsunami or 
wavefront of highly charged particles 
leaving the sun at a speed of 350 
km/second. Mathematical predictions 
estimated contact with the earth’s mag- 
netosphere by January 10. 


JANUARY 10, 1997. EARLY AM: 


Spacecraft SOHO, observed an 
abrupt speed change of the solar 
tsunami from 350 to 450 km/second. 
The tsunami passed SOHO at this 


JANUARY 10, 1997 AM: 


Spacecraft named WIND, positioned 
just outside of the earth’s magnetos- 
phere confirmed the presence of a 
traveling magnetic cloud of massive 
proportions. Spacecraft WIND recor- 
ded the fact that atomic elements 
within the solar-tsunami had been 
ionized, stripped of their electrons 
which thus created the massive electric 
shock potential. 


JANUARY 10, 1997 PM: 


Two spacecraft, GEOTAIL and 
INTERBALL-TAIL, positioned IN- 
SIDE of the earth’s magnetosphere 
began to detect a change in the 
magnetosphere itself. As the massive 
tsunami passed into the earth’s magne- 
tosphere, it caused a crushing effect of 
our magnetosphere which flipped the 
poles. Our earth’s magnetosphere 
remained upside down with the north 
pole pointing south and the south 
pole pointing north for 12 hours. 


The crushing tsunami forced the 
earth’s magnetosphere into a volume 
20% smaller than it normally occupies. 
When this occurred, GEOTAIL and 
INTERBALL-TAIL found themselves 
located OUTSIDE of the earth’s mag- 
netosphere! The two satellites also 


recorded the fact that with the magne- 
tosphere North and South poles oppo- 
site the earth’s gravitational North and 
South poles, a cancellation of fields 
was created like a powerful magneto 
generator sending massive amounts of 
energy into the magnetosphere itself. 


JANUARY 11, 1997, EARLY AM: 


Spacecraft SAMPEX, located 600 
km above the earth’s surface recorded 
a boost in the intensity of surrounding 
electrons located in the earth’s atmos- 
phere. As the solar tsunami passed, 
the energy generated a_ recorded 
1,000,000 electron volts. This is 10,000 
times the energy found within the 
high-potential radiation belts that sur- 
round the earth. 


JANUARY 11, 1997, AM: 


Recordings indicated that the trailing 
edge of the solar tsunami, the densest 
part, was now passing though the 
earth’s magnetosphere. This trailing 
effect compressed the earth’s magne- 
tosphere more, generating a recorded 
1,400 gigawatts of energy (double the 
power generated by all generating 
stations combined within the entire 
United States). 


JANUARY 11, 1997, AM: 


Halley Bay Research Station, Antarc- 
tica, recorded that communications 
had failed and that due to this failure, 
aircraft which were scheduled to fly 
could not. 


JANUARY 11, 1997, 6:18 AM EST: 


As the earth’s magnetosphere expan- 
ded, it flipped once again into the 
normal north to north pole and south 
to south pole. The expansion carried, 
and directed a massive reflected force 
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of high intensity electrons back in the 
opposite direction. At precisely 6:15 
AM EST (official time is 6:18 AM 
EST), Telstar 401 suffered a massive 
power and microcircuit failure thus 
terminating all communication activity. 


JANUARY 12, 1997: 


Telstar 401 was observed via optical 
telescopes and was noted to be swing- 
ing in light intensity every 12 minutes 
thus indicating that 401 was spinning 
out of control. 


FEBRUARY 2, 1997: 


Telstar 401 was observed via optical 
telescope for 50 minutes and was 
noted to still be located within the 97 
degree West parking position and 
spinning out-of-control at what 
appears to be a slower gyration. 


SOLAR EXPECTATIONS 


This event was the result of a 
MEDIUM-SIZE coronal eruption and 
Is part of the events now happening 
during this current 11-year cycle of 
highly volatile solar activity. It is expec- 
ted to peak in the year 2000. It is 
expected that between now and the 
year 2000, additional solar eruptions 
will occur with the possibility of the 
loss of at least 1/3 of all satellites. 


Further information will be made 
available as updates. 


Sincerely, 

Dr. Arthur R. Tilford, HBC 
*ee¢* & 

Editor’s Notes: 


1) This report has been submitted to 
Our eminent technical advisor, Dr. 
Carleton Schmertz, who will, we hope, 
offer his comments in our next issue. 


2) We need your non-seagoing stories 
and anecdotes for this journal. Please 
send ‘em to the Editor. Thanks. 


5 Acorn 


WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS 


A warm ‘Welcome Aboard” to the 
following who have joined SOWP since 
our last issue: 


$542-TA KF2Z0OY 
Chester uo “BLASZCA Kar, 
24 Smith Road, Oxford, NJ 07863-9741 
908 637-6713: Interest: History 


5§543-V VE7GVC 
Cave G. V. BAUM #38 4714 MUIR 
RD., COURTENAY, BC CANADA 
VON 826 205 338-7521 FS:1942 Coast 
Station CFH/ATLANTIC 


5544-V DLIBDW_ (ex-DL6TE) 
Ignaz KIRCHHOFF Thomas-Mann- 
Strasse 42, D-28213 Bremen, 
GERMANY 0421-217060 
FS:1941 (D)Koeln 


S5S4S-M KU7Y Monte R. STARK, 
KUTY ex-W6JXO 3320 Nye Drive, 
New Washoe City, NV 89704-9116 
702 849-0200 FS: US Army, 1957, 
Army Security Agency. 


5546-V VE6KJL Kenneth J. LAW, 
Crescent, St.Albert, AB 
CANADA T8N 3K2 403 458-6038 
1941 RCAF (SOS) 


$$47-TA KF2TP (ex-W2STT) 
Richard B. KOFLER 535 East Fulton 


St, Long Beach, NY 11561-2416 
516 431-6721 
5548-TA  WZ8C_ (ex-KB8FAY) 


Nancy A. KOTT PO Box 47, Hadley, 
MI 48440-0047 810 797-5388; President, 
&Past Sec’y, FISTS, No. America. 


5549-M SV2AJX Paschalis N. 
BOUNTOUKAS , Ambelonon $8 
GR-56123, Thessaloniki, Greece . 


5550-TA “Donald J. 
3003 Badger Dr., Pleasanton CA 
95466-8707 510 846-1721. Interests: 
Writing, photography. 


S551-TA, WICKV, Frederick G. 
HEFFNER 213 N.Granby_ Rd., 
Granby, CT 06035-1302 860 653-8947 
Interests:CW/HF hamming. 


ARNDT 
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§552-TA, WAI1CFX Howard 
L.MINTZ 47 Goldsmith St., Jamaica 
Plain, MA 02130-3121 Member, 
QCWA,IPA-ARC 


5553-V, Rhodes R. CHAMBERLIN 
6000 Athens Ct., El Paso, TX 79905- 


5304 915 772-6980 FS: 1941 USS 
Roper 
5554-V, Wilfred B.(Bill) MARSH 


3216 Whiteman Rd., Wilmington, DE 
19808-2720 302 731-1012 FS:1942 Pan 
American Clippers. 


CHANGE of 
ADDRESS 


Whittier E.Clark,4955-P, Wé8IHN, 
FROM: 195 Sivils Rd., Collinston, LA 
71229 TO: 4135 E. Jimmy Dr., Rocky 
Face, GA 30740 


W. H. Grosselfinger, 1174-P, W2ATQ 
FROM: Box 453, Shelter Isl. Hts. NY 
11965 TO: S85 Albany Ave., #R246, 
Amityville, NY 11701-1169 


L.D.Kelsey, 5141-V, NP4RH 
FROM: Apartado 2749 Old San Juan, 
PR 00902 TOM1613 “SePanleSt, 
Baltimore, MD 21202-2816 


Elmer F. Kleppin, 437 4825-V, ex- 
W9DBO ~~ FROM: Hughett Towers, 
Apt.301 1040 Second Street, La Salle, 
IL TO: Care Inn Conval. Center 1445 
Chartres St., La Salle, IL 61301 


John A.”Slim” Neiberline, 4543-P, 
NSPQH FROM: P.O.Box 1482 Hext, 
TX 76848 TO: P.O.Box 101 Brady, 
TX 76825 


CDR.Ralph C. Scott, 4237-P,K4AWY 
FROM: Route 1,Box 190, Clarks Hill, 
SC 29821 TO: 1 Morgana Place 
Clarks Hill, SC 29821 


Vincent Oppedisano, 5039-M, 
WB7UWW FROM: 5065 Sagebrush 
Cir. Prescott Valley, AZ 86314 
TO: 4065 N. Sagebrush Cir. Prescott 
Valley, AZ 86314 
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NEW CALL SIGNS 
W2WOE becomes W8LQ 
Letter to Exec. Sec’y Boyd: 


“Please be advised of a call-sign 
change for your records. The under- 
signed, SOWP member #4976-V, has 
been issued W8LQ to replace 
W2WOE. This change was requested 
to get the call 8LQ back in the family 
of the original holder, Orrin E. Dun- 
lap, Jr. Orrin was an original "Spark 
Gap Pioneer. He operated the first 
ham station in Niagara Falls, N.Y. and 
was issued 8LQ in May, 1914. He later 
was a Great Lakes brasspounder on 
[passenger steamer](SS Octorara) and 
a Navy radioman at NBD, Otter Cliffs, 
Maine, during WW-I. He later became 
the first radio editor of TheNew York 
Times and later a vice-president of 
RCARR 


(Signed) GaM.-Duniap,Jr. 
SOWP #4976-V, W8LQ, ex-W2WOE, 
NQO]J. 


eee 


CORRECTION, PLEASE: 


In the Beacon for December, 1996, 
we reported a call sign change for 
T. J. O’Brien, 5140-M. Tom’s new and 
correct call is K2CPF. His new e-mail 
address is tjob@juno.com 


BeEGH 


Wayne W. Clifford, 5061-V, 
N2PLE, of Sewell, NJ, has changed 
his callsign to N2FX. (FB for CW!) 


Charles D. Fesperman, 4136-M, 
formerly KB4CZK, returns as 
KS4XU. 


John P. Kemper, 4190-V, Torrance, 
CA., has turned in Wé6SCO for 
W6JN. (Another great one for CW!) 


Arthur V.Rowe,2757-P,Sequim, WA 
says"put the old call K6ABG to rest & 
in its place put KTHA."” 
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Edward B. Watts, 4478-V, W1INAE, 
advises that his new call is W1HS. 


HANK HOLBROOK, 5201-TA, an 
SWL, says "...[ need to purchase a 
recent copy of LLOYD’S MARITIME 
DIRECTORY. My copy is way out of 
date (1987)! A copy from1992 or later 
is desired. If someone has a copy to 
sell and will send me a note with a 
price, I’ll see if I can afford it. Please 
write to: Henry Holbrook, 
407 Arundel Rd., Fairhaven Cliffs, 
Dunkirk, MD, 20754 


This item NOT for Col. Sanders! 


The latest edition of a Filipino 
maritime newspaper contains an inter- 
esting suggestion for those not raking 
in sufficient cash from "flag of con- 
venience” seafaring. Think of chicken- 
waste, the newspaper says. 


Bird manure is in great demand in 
agriculture and aquaculture. It con- 
tains vital mineral nutrients that make 
plants grow faster and yield fat har- 
vests of nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium. Think of it: 100 chickens 
weighing 2 to 3 pounds each can 
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means you are sitting or standing on a 
veritable gold mine! Never mind the 
stink. Decorum rules only one further 
comment: "It sounds like a fowl way to 
be stinking rich!" -(From ARA Radio 
Press.) 


To which our Public Affairs Editor, 
Charles Spencer, 4058P, W9PQO, 
adds: 


"Yes, yes...we know the two words or 
is it one, to describe the sad state of 
the world-wide Merchant Marine and 
the inability of the USA to compete. 


"A ’Flag of Convenience’ vessel can 
be immune from inspection, regula- 
tion, labor union contracts, liability 
insurance or safety considerations and 
taxes. 


"The latest example is the grain- 
carrier Bright Sea, running into a 
Hilton hotel along the banks of the 
Mississippi river in New Orleans. | 
have stayed in that hotel and would 
have phoned the desk indignantly if a 
bowsprit appeared in my bedroom. Do 
ships still have bowsprits?..." 


SLOP CHEST NEWS 


Since we, like other mortals, are not 
immune from typos and other "mis- 
teaks", Ye Ed must correct a price 
quotation made in our last issue: 


The correct prices for copies of 
Spatks Journal from our Slop Chest 


is: single copy $3.50, three copies $9.50 


and six copies $15.00 


eee 


Supplies Manager Roy Couzin wishes 
to extend special thanks to Jim Max- 
well, W6CF, our "in-house" printer for 
our Wireless Almanac, who per- 
sonally provided all materials as well as 
printing for the project, from cover to 
cover, at no cost to the Society! 


eee 
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SILENT KEYS 


In Sadness, We Report the Passing of 
our Colleagues to our Chapter Eternal 


CATON, James B. 4583-V, W1WXZ 
South Wellfleet, MA. (QST Feb. 1997) 


CONRAD. To OOnne MH. 2OL2=6, 
WB7RNX, Seattle, WA., Dec. 17, 
1996, after two strokes. His career 
included many years in Alaska with 
WAMCATS and Alaska Communi- 
cations Service. Also was a sea-going 
R/O and a Flight R/O with Pan 
American Airways. 


DIPPEL, Gilbert B., 3026-P, W6CXI] 
82, Redwood City, CA., Jan. 4, 1997, ) 


KEATING, Larry G., 1106-M, KOPHU 
Denver, CO.,Jan.16, 1996 - Cancer. 
Reported by Mrs. Keating. 


OLDHAM, Luther H., Jr., 3810-V, 


WO0ZJ Northglenn, CO.. (QCWA 
Journal- W96) 
OSCARSON, Bert A., 0436-P, 


W7ADT 91, Seattle, WA., Dec. 31, 
1996. He served with the U.S. Light- 
house Service and later with the U.S. 
Coast Guard. (Reported on SOWP 
Pacific Coast -RJ- net Jan. 9, 1997) 


SMITH, Ethel M., K4LMB, 76, 
McLean, VA., Feb. 5, 1997. 


STOLPEN, Frank, 1389-V, W2HZQ 
Brooklyn, NY. (QST, Feb. 1997) 


STOPKA, William J., 1765-V, W9IH 
Chicago, IL. (QCWA Journal- W96) 


SULSER, Wayne J., 0440-P, WOBQ 
80, Des Moines, IA., Oct. 30, 1996, 
respiratory ailment. He was an ama- 
teur radio licensee for more than 60 
years and was retired from Iowa Police 
Radio. He was a U.S. Navy veteran of 
WW Il, a member of VFW and the 
Masonic order. He was a Charter 
Member of SOWP Inland Seas Chap- 
ter XIV. He is survived by his wife, 
three daughters, five grandchildren and 
nine great grandchildren. (Reported by 
Mrs. Sulser. ) 


IN MEMORIAM 
Ethel M. Smith - K4LMB 


Ethel Smith, K4LMB, of McLean, 
Virginia--who inspired and _ helped 
found the Young Ladies Radio League 
(YLRL)--died February 5. She was 79. 
In accordance with her wishes, no 
services are scheduled. 


A ham for more than 60 years, 
Smith--a Wenatchee, Washington, 
native--discovered “wireless” as a 
youngster and became licensed as 
W7FWB in 1936. A story in QST for 
May 1940 outlines how Smith’s letter 
to QST encouraged other female hams 
to form their own organization, which 
became the YLRL in October 1939 
(with Ethel Smith as its first president). 
Her stints with the Army and Navy 
during World War II led to an offer 
from the Naval Research Laboratory 
in Washington, DC, in 1945 (she 
joined the Naval Reserve in 1950 and 
remained an active reservist for 10 
years). 


Smith also participated in the forma- 
tion of the Foundation for Amateur 
Radio (FAR) in 1957. Around that 
same time, she met and married the 
late John “Tex” De Bardeleben, 
WATE (ex-W3CN), who was with the 
FCC. The couple set up housekeeping 
in Virginia, and she later served as the 
Virginia SEC (1966-69) and as an 
ARRL Assistant Director under four 
different Roanoke Division directors. 
Last August, six months after her 79th 
birthday, she celebrated her six 
decades in Amateur Radio by passing 
the Extra Class examination. 


In addition to being a member of 
ARRL, Ethel Smith was a member of 
QCWA, served as its executive secre- 
tary/general manager in 1974-75, and 
was elected to the QCWA board of 
directors. Her other recognitions in- 
clude: Ham of the Year, Washington, 
DC, Mobile Radio Club (1965), ARRL 
Roanoke Dywision Service Award 


(1972), Dayton Hamvention Special 
Achievement Award (1984), QCWA 
Roll of Honor (1987), Radio Club of 
America Fellow (1988), and Founda- 
tion for Amateur Radio Ham of the 
Year (1993). 


In an article in last fall’s QCWA 
Journal celebrating Smith’s 60 years in 
the hobby, she was quoted as saying: 
“Amateur Radio is still the main focus 
of my life. It has brought me all the 
good things that ever happened to me. 
It gave me a challenging and rewarding 
career. It gave me a wonderful hus- 
band and the greatest collection of 
friends in the world--all over the world. 
I owe more to Amateur Radio than I 
can ever possibly repay.” 


(From ARRL Bulletin Feb. 9, 1997) 


eee 4 
A "Sick-Bay” Report 
By the Editor 


Ethel Smith’s words, I believe, are 
similar to the thoughts and feelings of 
most of us, regardless of the “amateur” 
portions of our careers in wireless/ 
radio. And I believe we all treasure 
greatly the friendships we have made 
through the medium of electronic 
communications. 


When, as now, our colleagues are 
taken ill, especially when the ailment is 
described as “critical” or "terminal", we 
take these and all other seriously ill 
Members into our deep-most thoughts 
and our prayers: 


Bill Brennan, 2708-V, WB2IRB, who 
is confined with heart problems to his 
home in Rouses Point, NY. 


Bill Richards, 4054-V, NOGVY of 
Estes Park, CO., in intensive care with 
tymphoma and assisted breathing. 


Art Schermerhorn, 3868-P, W8FEC, 
at home in Malvern, OH with lung 
cancer. 


We send them all our thoughtful 
support and sincere best wishes. 


SOWP NETS & SCHEDULES / UTC 


EFFECTIVE 6 APR. 1997 THROUGH 26 OCT. 1997 - (DAYLIGHT TIME IN NORTH AMERICA) 


NET NAME DAY TIME (UTC FREQ. NCS ANCS 
VANCOUVER B.C. Daily 1615- Par 54 eVABTAAT-Art VE7YL- 
1700 FM SPX Blizabeth 
HAPPY HOUR(No.Calif) M-F Q0@1 (SSB)3947.5 W6TQU-Hap KD6HO-Chas. 
fa el RM a ND 
PICKERILL Start MON 1402 FM 146.97 W2EEQ-Russ (Mt. Carmel) 
. OSY + : FM 145.135 (Don Masten Memorial Net) 
HAPPY sHOUR(So~Calif) MON 2302 (CW)3745 W6VFT-Ben 
4 7 MON 2330 (SSB)3947.5 W6VFT-Ben 
INLAND SEAS MON 2300 7040 W8KJP-Del W8PQO- SP 
F. TUE Q001 3555 W8PQO-SP W8TP- Ted 
CAPITAL AREA (SSB) TUE 1400 3966 W4ZC-Jack W4HU-John 
H.K.WARNER MEMORIAL TUE 1702 14058 W8CCN-Tom 
TRANSCONTINENTAL NET 
JACK BINNS (WED Q@300)™* 3555 VE7KWK-Keith; W7FLF-Tuck 
WED @O0@O1 W7PN-Curly Rotated 
rCondyepenmirtting 
OSCAR HARRISON MEM. EC 1500 14058 W@AP - Mac 
TRANSCONTINENTAL NET 
HAPPY SHOURSO.Calif£) THU 2302 (CW) 3745 W6VFT-Ben 
2 THU 2330 (SSB)3947.5 W6VFT=Ben 
RICHARD JOHNSTONE FRI 0300 3555 W/FLF-Tuck W6EJB-John 
(PaciLreruoas t) (NET CLOSED JUNE THRU AUGUST) ROLL CALL & BULLETINS 
CAPITAL AREA SAT 1300 3665 W4HU-John+ W4ZC-Jack+ 
+NCS alternates+ 
YANKEE EAST COAST SAT 1330 704@ KA2ZNE-Bob 
SWISS (Edelweiss) SUN @915 7027 HBSYCHE-Erich HB9XJ-Hans 
SOUTHEASTERN SUN 1800 7052 W@ABO-Dan W4WNY-Lan 


Most of these nets maintain the same local starting time throughout the year. 
From April through October they begin one hour earlier by the UTC clock. 


- SOWP HIGH SPEED CODE PRACTICE and CERTIFICATION TEST SCHEDULES - 
George Hart, WINJM, regularly conducts high speed practice sponsored by SOWP 
throughout the year on Monday and Thursday at @13@ UTC on 3523 and 7023 kHz. 


Certification tests are held occasionally on an "as requested" basis, depend- 
ing on interest. On the practice runs, speeds are from 20-65 wpm in various 


increments, decrements and sequences as announced by WI1NJM. 
W. Conley Smith, K6DYX has two runs each week On 7025 KHz at @330 UTC Monday 
and Thursday. Rob Griffin, AB6YR will be Smitty’s backup. Speeds for the 


certification tests are from 4@ through 60 wpm in 5 wpm steps. 


Note: Send changes/corrections to the Editor Ted Phelps, W8TP, at 
6289, Olde Orchard Dr., Columbus, OH 43213-3416. USA. Tel: 614 866-6289 


The World Wireless Beacon Qe CCC(‘CtCCC(‘(!CCWMaarch 1997 


The Secretary Says - From P. 1 


members at the top, incoming dues 
accounting and reporting, day by day 
resolution of recent and past pro- 
blems, general administration and 
replies to incoming correspondence. 
But, quite understandably, this is dry 
news. More interesting reading - we 
hope - occupies the preceding pages. 


As our correspondence uncovers your 
stories of the past, present and future, 
I forward such items to Ted, our 
incomparable editor. Many others he 
recetves directly from members, volun- 
teer correspondents and activities on 
--Walt Boyd, 


the Ham bands. 73! 
2958-P, K6DZY. 


Changing Your Address ? 


Before You Go - Please send 
ote to SOWP HQ -_ P.O. Box 86 
eyserville, CA., 95441-0086 


From SOWP HO 
27 January, 1997 


Attention, Members: 


I am holding a check drawn on the 
Valley First Credit Union, possibly of 
Englewood or Denver, Colorado, for 
an amount indicating it is for a dues 
renewal. But it has no return address, 
no signature of the sender, and as the 
check was received in a mutilated 
envelope from the post office, no 
cancellation postmark. 


If you recognize this check as your 
payment of dues and your mailing label 
has not been changed to reflect an 
extension of year(s), please advise the 
Secetary ASAP, identifying the 
amount written thereon. Efforts to 
locate the credit union have not been 
successful, and check signatures are by 
credit union offieers. 


- W. T. Boyd, Secretary, SOWP 


Editor’s 
Corner 


Ref. John 
Musynski$ 
story, Pp. 
8 & 9: 


Q: What 
is (or was) 
a ‘Knot’ 
See iaOe 2 
(John gave Ye Ed the answer. 


Who 
else remembers? See our next issue. 


*BB° Wentzel, W2HX: A phone 
call on 26 February, 1997 from Frank 
Schwartz, WB2ELL, Metuchen, NJ, 
brought word that on his passing in 
1995, his uncle "B.B" Wentzel, Tren- 
ton, NJ willed his collection of elec- 
tronics textbooks to SOWP. Mr. 
Wentzel was for many years a celebra- 
ted teacher of radio/electronics at 
Trenton State College in New Jersey. 


++++ SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, Inc., a Non-Profit (IRS 501(c)(3)) Corporation chartered in California - 


FOUNDED 1968 ++++ ~ 
SOWP Headquarters - 


Please enclose SAS 
Line Rd., Leawooc 
The Society of Wii 
Editor & Publisher, — 
SASE) to the Editor 


Society of Wi. 


Forwarding & Return Postage Guaranteed : 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED* 


yee 8 eal as be: as ee eee Ses \ 
TIME VALUED MATERIAL - PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 


William A. Breniman - 


seve rioneers, Inc., 
P.O. Box 86 Geyserville, CA. USA 95441 


F your mailing label has a RED DOT and a date of 12/ 
r earlier, this is THE LAST PUBLICATION you wil 


eceive unless we hear from you. 


Founder and President Emeritus 
Send letters re Dues, Change of Address and all sue Dee correspondence to: Exec. Sec. Waldo 
T. Boyd (K6DZY) P.O. Box 86, SaehniM CA 95441. Ps HO BS need, fle- meen 


~ CORRESPONDENCE: 


Orders for SOWP embicaii! 
, CA 95018 [TEL:408-335-7874] 


Wireless Beacon is ‘published by 
tm 213-3416, [TEL: 614-866-6289] 
. nd editorial contributions, (with 
w1iftD IF CREDIT IS GIVEN. 
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